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Your walk to School

1. Discuss the community map.

2. What do the class agree/ disagree with?

3. Identify, sights, sounds, smells?

The Edinburgh World Heritage Community Map was 

created as a snapshot of the users feelings towards the site. 

Participants were asked to mark on the sights, sounds, smells, 

likes and dislikes on a route of their choice. Over 100 maps 

were made from workers, school children, residents and  

visitors to the site. These maps were then collated by an  

artist to create the community map.

Community
Edinburgh’s World Heritage Site

Discover the Old and New Towns 
through the community’s eyes.
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Task

1.  Provide each child with a piece of paper and assortment of pens  

and pencils.

2.  Ask children to draw a map of their journey to school including 

things they like and don’t like, things that feel safe and unsafe on 

their walk to school.

3.  In groups use your maps to make one large map showing routes 

to and from school and the surrounding area. Children can use 

elements from their own maps which can be cut out and stuck  

on to the group map. 

Discussion with class 

1. Are there things that are stopping you from walking/cycling  

to school?

2. Can you think of any things that would encourage you to walk/cycle 

to school?

It may be possible to use the outcomes of the community mapping 

exercise to highlight barriers that are stopping pupils from walking 

or cycling to school. These barriers can be highlighted to the school 

board or the PTA in order to motivate change; this could be done 

through an exhibition of the community maps in the school.


