
 

 

 
 
July 27, 2020, 2020 
 
 
City Mobility Plan 2030 Team 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
Waverley Court 
4, East Market Street 
Edinburgh EH8 8BG 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
CITY MOBILITY PLAN 2030 CONSULTATION 
 
Edinburgh World Heritage welcomes the opportunity to provide some additional 
perspective on the draft City Mobility Plan 2030. This letter is a follow up to the 
commentary which was provided on 30th April 2020 (response ANON-XSEF-ZXMD-S). 
 
Edinburgh World Heritage strongly supports the vision and objectives set out in the City 
Mobility Plan to 2030. The reduction in traffic, redesigned public transport, reduction in 
the dominance of vehicles in the street and improved quality of the streets with better 
accessibility for all people, will enhance the Outstanding Universal Value of the World 
Heritage Site by improving the pedestrian experience and the ability to understand, 
appreciate and enjoy the built heritage and natural environment within the Site. We 
support the better connection of more isolated communities to the city centre providing 
access for them to benefit from the World Heritage Site too. 
 
Movement of vehicles around the World Heritage Site and the volume of traffic entering, 
passing through and parking in the Site remain one of the biggest threats to the Site. 
This brings with it unwanted pollution, signage, road markings, and the blocking of 
views. All day deliveries, especially in the Old Town, dominate the street and restrictions 
on vehicle sizes and timings of deliveries are welcomed. In recent years, we also note the 
increase in the volume of tour buses, many operating at a very low level of capacity for 
much of the year, which causes further issues. The oversupply in this market, as well as 
the additional congestion and pollution the buses cause requires some investigation.  
 
The implementation of the City Mobility Plan brings with it exciting opportunity for 
beneficial improvements to the public realm and streetscape of the city particularly 
within the World Heritage Site. However, understanding the architectural, historic and 
cultural significance and values of the existing environment is necessary to make fully 
informed choices. The World Heritage Site currently has a high level of authenticity and 
the City Mobility Plan proposals should complement and enhance this by making 
physical alterations that are of high quality, well designed and can be well maintained.  



 

 

Removal of extraneous street clutter should be a priority as well as minimizing the 
impact of any necessary new infrastructure eg. signage, road markings, cycle stands, and 
EV charging points. Ease of reversibility of streetscape alterations should be considered 
during design since rapid advances in technology may allow future improvements. The 
introduction of major interventions such as segregated cycle lanes, transport 
interchanges or hubs within or at the edge of the site, need to be sensitively located and 
designed so as not to dominate the streetscape and overwhelm the architecture. 
 
The significance of the original urban planning, functionality and design intent cannot be 
understated should inform all new Public Realm and Placemaking schemes. Historic 
features, physical and natural materials, layouts and methods of construction define the 
character and appearance of each Conservation Area in the city. Loss of historic fabric 
should be avoided and where new materials are introduced they should be matching or 
complementary, high quality, local materials. 
 
Edinburgh World Heritage remain firmly committed to a greener, healthier, and more 
pedestrian-friendly World Heritage Site, and we believe that the opportunity should be 
taken in this post-Covid-19 period to bring elements forward from the Plan and take 
bold action to dramatically reduce vehicular traffic in the city centre now. Such action 
will be entirely consistent with the effective conservation of the city’s heritage.  
 
We remain at your disposal to provide additional detailed guidance, advice and design 
support on all public realm matters.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Nicholas A. Hotham 
Head of External Relations 
For and on behalf of Edinburgh World Heritage 
 
        
 


