
 

 

 
 
July 10, 2020 
 
 
City Plan 2030 Team 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
Waverley Court 
4, East Market Street 
Edinburgh EH8 8BG 
 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 
Choices for City Plan 2030 
 
This provides additional perspective on the City Plan 2030 from Edinburgh World 
Heritage. This letter is a follow-up to the detailed commentary which was provided on 
30th April 2020 (response ID ANON-KU2U-GWWR-E). 
 
Overall, Edinburgh World Heritage welcomes the intent and direction of the City Plan 
2030, as well as much of the detail. Most of what is being proposed is consistent with the 
character and functionality of the city’s historic environment, as well as the way people 
and communities have lived in Edinburgh for many centuries. For example, the 
emphasis on a higher density of accommodation, walking and active travel, and the 
establishment of green space in dense urban areas are all very welcome, and are 
consistent with the city’s historic attributes.  
 
Additionally, much of what is recommended in the City Plan 2030 will help to better 
conserve and enhance the historic environment. The use of private cars, and their 
associated infrastructure remain one of the most significant threats to the World 
Heritage Site, both to its longer-term conservation, as well as to its enjoyment and 
appreciation by residents and visitors. Edinburgh remains one of the few urban World 
Heritage sites where major routes pass directly through historic centre. The measures 
set out to address car use are therefore to be welcomed.  
 
Other examples of initiatives that will potentially enhance the World Heritage Site 
include the proposed plan for the better maintenance and management of green spaces, 
the use of place briefs, and placing hotel provision outside of the city centre. The 
proposed focus on delivering more affordable housing, and the better control of short-
term holiday rentals, will actively strengthen communities in our historic centre, and 
help prevent the World Heritage Site becoming a ‘tourist ghetto’.  
 
Having said that, we do recommend that proposed changes are delivered sensitively, 
fully respecting Edinburgh’s historic character, and the attributes that led to the Old and 
New Towns being inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 1995.  
 
For example 



 

 

 
• Active travel infrastructure (such as bike lanes and storage areas) must be carefully 

designed to be complimentary and, as far as possible, low-key, so as not to detract 
from the character, symmetry and beauty of our streets 

 
• Car charging points should take into account decluttering protocol, especially in areas 

of high residential population such as the New Town 
 
• The planting of trees and green spaces should take into account the original design 

intent and layout of the city’s existing trees and parks 
 

• We need to recognize that there will be limits to the extent that historic fabric is able 
to accommodate energy efficiency measures in the adaptation of existing buildings. 
Embodied energy and carbon, and the carbon impact of replacement are important 
and need to be part of the equation.     

 
Edinburgh World Heritage remain firmly committed to a greener, healthier, and more 
sustainable Edinburgh, and we believe this vision when implemented will be entirely 
consistent with the effective conservation of the city’s heritage. We remain at your 
disposal to provide additional detailed advice and design support for this exciting 
project.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Nicholas A. Hotham 
Head of External Relations 
For and on behalf of Edinburgh World Heritage 
 
        
 


